WALDO COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT SESSION
SPECIAL SESSION
AUGUST 8, 2024

PRESENT: Commissioners William D. Shorey (Chairman), Amy R. Fowler, and Betty 1. Johnson.
Also present was Legal Counsel Lee Woodward and County Clerk Barbara Arseneau to take minutes.

Call to Order: Commissioner Johnson called the court session to order at 1:00 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

**A. Fowler moved, W. Shorey seconded to go into executive session at 1:00 p.m. for
consultation with legal counsel regarding duties as a body permitted by MRSA Title
1§405(6)(E). Unanimous.

**W. Shorey moved, A. Fowler seconded to come out of executive session at 1:44 p.m.
Unanimous. Unanimous.

**A. Fowler moved, W. Shorey seconded to rescind the vote made on August 1, 2024 in which
the Commissioners denied the abatement appeal request of Peace Ridge Sanctuary. Unanimous.

**W. Shorey moved, B. Johnson seconded, that based on testimony given on August 1, 2024, and
the record submitted by Peace Ridge Sanctuary, the Commissioners make the following
findings:

Peace Ridge Sanctuary is a Maine non-profit corporation organized and conducted exclusively
for charitable and benevolent purposes.

The subject property in Freedom, Maine is assessed as one lot and is owned and occupied solely
for the charitable and benevolent purpose of Peace Ridge Sanctuary.

Commissioners Shorey and Johnson grant the appeal of Peace Ridge Sanctuary and order as
follows:

A) The entirety of the assessment of $257,930.00 is hereby abated.

B) The Town of Freedom is ordered to refund the 2023 taxes paid together with statutory
interest.

C) Peace Ridge Sanctuary is further awarded its costs.

Motion passed by W. Shorey and B. Johnson; opposed by A. Fowler, for the reasons that follow
for the record:

1. Commissioner Fowler asked that, in a property tax abatement, if the Town of Freedom is to “pick
up/make up” for the loss of taxable revenue owned by Peace Ridge Sanctuary, what service does
Peace Ridge offer to Freedom that, without them, the local taxpayer would be without? To say,
“The State allows this,” as offered in testimony, leaves her to feel that it’s another mandate forced
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upon the local taxpayer. They, as Commissioners, must look deeply into any property tax
abatement, knowing that there is a ripple effect to the taxpayers in said town to pick up the
difference.

2. Commissioner Fowler feels strongly that Peace Ridge Sanctuary does not rightfully qualify for
benevolent status, being that she does not find benefit for taxpayers of Freedom through spiritual,
religious, or mind-relieving that, without Peace Ridge, the taxpayers of Freedom would be
deprived of.

3. Commissioner Fowler feels strongly that Peace Ridge Sanctuary is, indeed, a wonderful and
appreciated charity. However, for Peace Ridge Sanctuary to receive full property tax relief on
hundreds of acres, with magnificent, state-of-the-art barns, full living quarters for the help, and
incredibly generous doners accumulating millions of dollars, Commissioner Fowler feels that it is
unfair and unjust for a business that can easily subsidize itself to offer no relief to the small towns
it resides in.

4. Commissioner Fowler could find no evidence to reflect help/aiding the Town of Freedom, such as
how many dogs and cats or animals in general from the Town of Freedom that the ACO has taken
to Peace Ridge Sanctuary; therefore, possibly offering some sort of taxpayer relief. (Note:
multiple examples were offered regarding animals brought in from far away.)

5. The laws of our country are often up for interpretation many times by the reader, and through
careful study, review, and updating, are often amended. For one to assume the taxpayers of
Freedom, who are struggling now, can do with less while making less, can carry the full burden for
an organization who has free legal representation, well-subsidized coffers, and no intention of
offering any “give back” to said community is not only unfair but unjust, in her opinion.

**A. Fowler moved, W. Shorey seconded to adjourn at 1:47 a.m. Unanimous.

Respectfully submitted by ﬁmm d/ ' W Waldo County Clerk

Barbara L. Arseneau
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