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DEDICATED TO  

John A. Ford 

For serving in the Waldo County Sheriff’s Office as 

High Sheriff from 1991 through 1998, 

Chief Deputy from 2000 through 2002, 

and Civil Process Deputy in 2018. 

John was a character, a friend, an artist,  

and a highly entertaining story teller. 

“One never knows who and what they'll see  
while cruising the back roads of our wilderness, 

especially right in our own back yard. 
"What'cha got in the trunk" was one more pleasant memory to be added to the diaries.” 

John Ford, Sr. 
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Betty I. Johnson Lincolnville

William D. Shorey Searsport

Amy R. Fowler Palermo

Barbara L. Arseneau, County Clerk Belfast

Lynn Patten, Assistant County Clerk (Jan) Searsport

Nicole Hubbard, Assistant County Clerk (June - Dec) Thorndike

Meetings are held the second Thursday of each month.

District Attorney Natasha Irving

Treasurer Peter Sheff

Finance Director Karen J. Trussell

Register of Deeds Stacy Grant

Deputy Register Julie Howard

Judge Sean Oceipka

Register of Probate Sharon W. Peavey

Deputy Register Judith Nealley

2014 Court Calendar:  In satisfaction of Rule 40(a)(1) of the Rules of Probate

Procedure, IT IS ORDERED that Probate and Civil Proceedings for 2014 shall be

scheduled for hearing on Tuesday's with Return Day set for the third Tuesday

of each month in the Waldo County Probate Court, or as otherwise agreed.

Director Dale D. Rowley

Deputy Director Olga Rumney

Sheriff Jeffrey Trafton

Chief Deputy Jason Trundy

Corrections Administrator Raymond Porter

COUNTY OF WALDO

COUNTY DIRECTORY AND COUNTY OFFICERS

FOR 2019

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS' COURT

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

DISTRICT ATTORNEY

TREASURER

REGISTER OF DEEDS

PROBATE COURT
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Director Owen Smith

Facilities Manager Keith Nealley

District #1

Herbert Harnden, Jr. 47 Bonne Terre Rd, Waldo, ME  04915

Joshua Gerritsen 84 Vancycle Road, Lincolnville, ME  04849

Gabriel Pendleton PO Box 222, Islesboro, ME  04848

District #2

Peter Curly PO Box 180, Stockton Springs, ME  04981

Richard Desmarais PO Box 313, Searsport, ME  04974

Peter Rioux 85 Riverview Heights, Winterport, ME  04496

District #3

Penny Sampson 87 Albion Road, Unity, ME  04988

Cheryl York 2530 N. Palermo Rd, Palermo, ME  04354

Vacant

WALDO COUNTY BUDGET COMMITTEE FY 2019

WALDO COUNTY'S REGIONAL COMMUNICATION CENTER

FACILITIES
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LAWS OF THE STATE OF MAINE 
REVISED STATUTES ANNOTATED – TITLE 30-A 

SECTION 3. EXPENSE ACCOUNTS TO BE UNDER OATH 

Whenever required by law to provide a bill of expense, every county officer shall itemize 
the bill and swear, before presenting it for auditing or payment, that it includes only 
actual cash spent in performing the officer’s official duties. 

SECTION 183. ANNUAL STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL STANDING 

At the end of each year in cooperation with the commissioners, each treasurer shall make 
a statement of the financial condition of the county and publish in pamphlet form a 
reasonable number of copies for distribution among its citizens.  This statement must 
show in detail all money received into and paid out of the county treasury, including a 
statement of detail of: 

1. Unclaimed Inheritances.  All sums received under Title 18-A, Section 3-914;
2. Division Among Accounts.  The division of money among general, special and

capital reserve accounts and the amounts remaining in each account;
3. Federal Funds.  All federal funds received; and
4. Facts and Statistics.  Other facts and statistics necessary to exhibit the true state

of the county’s finances, including the number of week’s board and expense of
clothing furnished prisoners.

SECTION 952. ANNUAL REPORT – Repealed.  Laws 2003, c. 178, § 3 

SECTION 951. COUNTY AUDIT 

1. Annual Audit.  Every county shall have an audit made of its accounts
annually covering the last complete fiscal year by the Department of Audit or by a 
certified public accountant selected by the county commissioners.  The audit must be 
performed in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and procedures 
pertaining to government accounting.  The auditor shall produce an audit report that 
includes the items required in section 952-A.  When an audit is conducted by a certified 
public accountant, the audit, upon completion, must be forwarded to the Department of 
Audit.  The audit, including the management letter, is a public document. 

2. Improper transactions; report to district attorney.  If, in the course of the
audit, the auditor finds evidence of improper transactions, including the use of 
contingency funds for nonemergency purposes, the transfer of funds between 
departments or agencies, incompetence in keeping accounts or handling funds, failure to 
comply with the subchapter or any other improper practice of financial administration, 
the auditor shall report the same to the district attorney immediately. 
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 3.  Commissioners responsible.  The county commissioners are responsible for 
the proper financial administration of each county department or agency and for 
approving county expenditures. 
 
SECTION 952-A. AUDIT REPORT 
 

1. Report contents.  The report required pursuant to section 951, subsection 1 must 
contain the following items: 

 
A. A management letter; 

 
B. A letter of transmittal; 

 
C. The independent auditor’s report on the financial statements; and 

 
D. All financial statements and all other information required by governmental 

accounting and financial reporting standards. 
 

2. Copies for distribution.  Copies of the report must be deposited in the county 
commissioners’ office or a convenient place of business for distribution to the 
public and must be distributed to each municipality in the county. 

 
3. Copies open for inspection.  Copies of the report and all county records must be 

kept in the county commissioners’ office and must be open to the inspection of the 
public during usual business hours. 

 
Article 7. Waldo County Budget Committee 
SECTION 851. PURPOSE   
 
The purpose of this article is to establish in Waldo County a method of appropriating 
money for County expenditures, according to a budget, which must first receive approval 
of a Budget Committee.  This article amends the statutory method in sections 2, 701 and 
702 by transferring the authority of Waldo County legislative delegation and the 
Legislature to approve the Waldo County budget to a committee comprised of Waldo 
County and municipal officials.  This article applies only to Waldo County. 
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2019   

STATE OF MAINE RENT 22,658.73$       

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 87,500.00$       

REGISTRY OF DEEDS: 360,060.00$    

FEES 300,000.00$    

TRANSFER TAX 60,000.00$      

INTEREST 60.00$             

PROBATE COURT  123,000.00$    

FEES 120,000.00$    

RESTITUTION 3,000.00$        

 

SHERIFF  4,000.00$        

INTEREST  2,500.00$        

 

MISCELLANEOUS INCOME  35,000.00$      

DA'S COURT ORDERED FEES 5,000.00$        

 

REFUND 200.00$          

TOTAL ESTIMATED  639,918.73$    

2019 PROJECTED REVENUES
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Dear Waldo County Citizens, 

The Waldo County Commissioners are pleased to present the County of Waldo Annual Report for 
2019.   It was a year of many changes.  

One of the biggest changes came about when the State opened the new Judicial Center in March 
2019.  The Commissioners wish to acknowledge the excellent working relationship the County 
enjoyed with the State Judicial System over many years while Superior Court was held in the County’s 
Superior Courthouse at 137 Church Street, and District Court was held in the County’s District 
Courthouse at 103 Church Street.  By the end of April, 2019, the courts were completely settled in its 
beautiful, state-of-the-art building.  They were wonderful neighbors, and we are glad they are still 
nearby.   

The resulting vacancy in the District Courthouse created some space for crowded County offices and 
also presented opportunities for the County to generate some revenue.  The Probate Court and 
Registry moved from downstairs up to the main floor, and Restorative Justice Project approached the 
Commissioners about renting the former Probate Registry space.  The Commissioners believed this 
organization would be an excellent fit in the courthouse and a lease was signed in December.    

The former Probate Courtroom became the County Commissioners Court.  For 22 years, the 
Commissioners conducted sessions and hearings around an oval table in a conference room.  We are 
very pleased to be able to conduct our sessions in a courtroom with ample seating for the public.  The 
Commissioners’, Finance, and Human Resources staff gained one additional room after years of 
working in very tight quarters. The Facilities Manager moved out of the boiler room and onto the 
main floor.  All of this was accomplished by repurposing as much of the existing infrastructure and 
furnishings as possible, with the majority of the renovating being performed by Facilities Management 
and residents from the Mid Coast Regional Reentry Center.  The Commissioners and staff were on a 
first-name basis with these folks and both we and they were very proud of the beautiful work they 
did.  Funds came from building reserves that the Commissioners had set aside over the years in 
anticipation of future updates and maintenance.  The County also repurposed shelving, office 
furniture, tables, etc. that could not be used by the State in the new Judicial Center.  As for recent 
changes in the Superior Courthouse, the Commissioners look forward to sharing that with you in our 
2020 Annual Report.  

The County has leased small office space in the new Judicial Center for the District Attorney’s Office to 
use during court.  This has enhanced the efficiency and effectiveness of the County staff working in 
that office. 

STATE OF MAINE 
COUNTY OF WALDO 

COURT OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

District 
1     Betty I. Johnson 323-3767
2     William D. Shorey 548-6114
3     Amy R. Fowler 993-2292

Phone   (207) 338-3282 
Fax       (207) 338-6788 

E-mail: comissioners@waldocountyme.gov

Barbara L. Arseneau 
County Clerk 

39-B Spring Street
Belfast, ME 04915

Peter M. Sheff 
Treasurer 
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Waldo County  
Garden Project 

2019 

We have completed production in the garden for the year 2019.  It was a very good year for us.  We 
had a fair amount of moisture and sunshine, both good things if you’re growing a garden.   

We certainly appreciate the support that the Sheriff has given to Garden Project over the years, and 
without this support, it would not be achievable.  Each day we had approximately 12 clients from 
the Maine Coastal Regional Reentry Center assisting us in the garden.  We really appreciated their 
attitude because they came to work happy to help out with a mountain of vegetables and plants.   

This year we constructed a large storage building which is shared by Facilities Management, the 
Sheriff’s Office, and the Garden Project.  This gives us a total of three buildings constructed at the 
Garden site, and likely will be the last.    

In 2019, we farmed about 15 acres.  Along with a few fruit trees, we primarily grow vegetables, 
those being the mainstays of beans, corn, cucumbers, potatoes, varieties of squash, etc.  Our 
production for 2019 was 163,000 lbs.     If you take a moment to realize what 163,000 lbs. means, it 
is about 3,500 banana boxes completely filled.  A box of beans or corn weighs about 40 lbs.  Squash 
and potatoes weigh about 60 lbs. per box.   In a given year we deliver boxes of vegetables to about 
30 different locations.  These deliveries are made on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays during the 
harvest season.   

If anyone would like to visit the garden someday (and there are many who do) please plan to do so 
after 11:00 a.m.  We would be only too happy to show you around.  Since its inception, the Garden 
Project has been very good for Waldo County.  Everyone turns up a winner – the Reentry Center 
clients because they have an opportunity to do something for someone else, the County because we 
have an opportunity to provide fresh vegetables to families who face challenges from ever-rising 
prices, and the citizens who receive the produce.  Everything is free at the garden.  Nobody pays a 
dime for anything. 

William D. Shorey, Garden Project Coordinator 
Waldo County Commissioner, District 2 

STATE OF MAINE 
COUNTY OF WALDO 

COURT OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

District 
1  Betty I. Johnson  (207) 323-3767
2  William D. Shorey (207) 548-6114
3  Amy R. Fowler    (207) 322-4556

Phone   (207) 338-3282 
Fax       (207) 338-6788 

E-mail: countyclerk@waldocountyme.gov

Barbara L. Arseneau 

County Clerk 

39-B Spring Street
Belfast, ME 04915

Peter M. Sheff 
Treasurer 
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The Annual Report of Waldo County Regional Communications Center for year 2019. 

Dear Commissioners 

The year 2019 was another year of growth and change at the Communications Center.  We 

continued to be busy with a slight uptick in overall calls and especially wireless 911 calls. 

Wireless 911 calls now account for 79% of all 911 calls received. As the year came to a close we 

became capable of receiving calls via text although this technology was not yet perfected. 

We also experienced several personnel changes with new hires coming and going resulting in 

training several new dispatchers.  As always we were ready to receive and dispatch any and all 

emergency requests coming into our center. 

Following are the statistics for year 2019: 

Phone calls (not including 911)…………………………………………………………………….13,775 

Radio transmissions ……………………………………………………………………………………251,352 

911 calls ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….11,076 

Calls for Service …………………………………………………………………………………………….31,830 

Fire and Ambulance calls (from the total)……………………………………………………….6,821 

Total activities……………………………………………………………………………………………….313,775 

As always we are here to service the agencies in the field and the citizens of Waldo County 

24/7. 

Submitted by 

Owen Smith 

Owen Smith, Director 
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Waldo County Emergency Management Agency 
4 Public Safety Way, Belfast, Maine 04915 
 
The Annual Report for the Waldo County Emergency Management Agency 
 

TO THE HONORABLE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS AND RESIDENTS OF WALDO COUNTY 
 
The Mission of the Waldo County Emergency Management program is to build a Culture of Preparedness, 
utilizing the Whole Community to work towards protecting the residents and visitors of Waldo County from all 
hazards through the creation of a local capability to prepare, respond and recover the lives, community spirit and 
property of the residents of Waldo County. 
 
Our staff consists of two full-time employees, a Director and Deputy Director, one part-time Emergency Planner, 
and one part-time contract planner. However, our impact is much greater due to the nearly 100 volunteers that 
work with EMA, directly or through volunteer teams that we support. Our volunteers contributed thousands of 
hours towards planning meetings and workshops, training courses and exercises. Our volunteer groups include: 
 
• The Emergency Management Advisory Committee (EMAC) 
• The Town Local Emergency Management Directors (LEMD) 
• The Incident Management Assistance Team (IMAT) 
• The Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES) ham radio operators 
• The County Search and Rescue (SAR) Team 
• The County Animal Response Team (CART) – Pet Sheltering 
• The Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) 

 
We made the hard decision to shut down our Hazardous Materials Response Team.  We did not have the volume 
of calls that justified the costs in time and money to maintain and update.  We are in the process of recruiting 
volunteers for a Mass Feeding Team and hope to expand that in 2020. 
 
The Search and Recovery Team was involved in six real world incidents this year. We had no real world 
deployments of any other team and this was the first year that we did not activate the County Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC). 
 
The EMA staff facilitated and/or participated in one full scale mass care exercise, ten tabletop exercises, five 
communications drills, one EOC evacuation drill, and a dozen training classes. We also provided five disaster 
preparedness classes for the public and hosted our second annual Emergency Preparedness Fair, held at the 
YMCA.  We had over 200 visitors to the Fair. We also accomplished the first Wireless Emergency Alert (WEA) 
test in the State of Maine.  This activity sent a test message to every cell phone in the County and required approval 
from FEMA and the Federal Communications Center. 
 
In 2019 the EMA office received $176,906.19 in Federal and State grants.  The EMA program county budget 
received $92,301.00 in reimbursement from the Emergency Management Performance Grant program.  The 
Homeland Security program awarded $79,349.50 for emergency management planners, computers and computer 
software, law enforcement body cameras, EOC support, public awareness activities and communications 
equipment.  The Local Emergency Planning Committee received $9,786.36 for hazardous materials planning and 
training activities. 
 
I would like thank, once more, the many volunteers that assist the County EMA program. Their efforts have built 
a much stronger and capable County EMA program. Our County is a step forward in being Disaster Ready. 
  
 
 
Dale D. Rowley, CEM, PE, Director 
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Waldo County Soil and Water 
Conservation District  
 

Journal 2019         
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2019 Year End Income & Expenses -  2020 Proposed Budget

As of 2020
Dec 31, 2019 Proposed Budget

Income:

Waldo County 26,000$                         26,000$                               

Maine Dept. Ag 25,000                           25,000                                 

Workshop & Project Grants 8,454                             8,000                                   

Cty/State Mtngs - Ticket Revenue 420                                 400                                       

Build. Maint. 12,732                           14,000                                 

Tree/Trout Sale 9,088                             12,000                                 

Misc. & Interest 74                                   500                                       
Total Income 81,768$                             85,900$                                   

Expenses:

Payroll 18,987                           20,000                                 

Taxes 3,322                             3,500                                   

Insurance 517                                 550                                       

Mileage 929                                 900                                       

Office Supplies/Audit 769                                 600                                       

Workshops/Education & Outreach 1,721                             1,800                                   

County/State Meetings 1,306                             1,200                                   

Donations & Dues 2,775                             2,500                                   

Build. Maint. 10,954                           11,000                                 

Tree/Trout Sale 10,296                           9,400                                   

Misc. -                                      250                                       

Contracted Services 32,970                           33,500                                 

Website 338                                 350                                       
Total Expenses 84,884$                             85,550$                                   

Net Profit (Loss) (3,116)$                             350$                                         
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